
 

 
  

 

Welcome to Sly Park, 

We are looking forward to having your child here next week. Below is information for you and your child to help 

you prepare for the trip to the Sly Park Environmental Education Center. 

Sly Park Environmental Education Center is located approximately 60 miles east of Sacramento in the Sierra 

Nevada Mountains. Site elevation is approximately 3,500 feet in forested foothill terrain. Visiting students reside 

at Sly Park for three, four, or five days, during which time they engage in a variety of outdoor activities in all 

weather conditions, including rain, snow, and ice. Standardized, well-balanced meals are provided. Students 

sleep on bunk beds in heated cabins shared with other students. Bathroom facilities are located inside the 

cabins with private showers. As  an education center, we provide unforgettable outdoor science learning 

experiences to over 8,000 elementary students each year. 

Experiences include team building activities, outdoor adventures, and opportunities for personal growth as well 

as gaining a deeper understanding of science concepts within the California Next Generation Science 

Standards. As an accredited California Resident Outdoor Learning Center, there is a particular emphasis on 

physical and life sciences.  Students will investigate many topics including: ecosystems, animals and insects, 

environment awareness, geology, the water cycle, and local flora. 

At Sly Park your child will be exposed to and/or interact with live animals, both domestic and non-domestic.  
 

Observation and experimentation with living organisms give students unique perspectives of life 

processes that are not provided by other modes of instruction. Studying animals in the classroom 

enables students to develop skills of observation and comparison, a sense of stewardship, and an 

appreciation for the unity, interrelationships, and complexity of life.  
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A unique part of our camp experience is that Phoebe, a certified therapy dog, regularly visits Sly Park. Phoebe 

is a member of Alliance of Therapy Dogs and provides comfort for students who may be experiencing anxiety, 

homesickness, and other emotional needs.  If your child has an allergy or you have any concerns regarding 

your child’s interaction with animals, including the therapy dog, please identify them on the Student Registration 

Form.  You may also contact me at the number below. 

Our goal at Sly Park is to ensure that your child has a positive and memorable experience. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

Respectfully, 

 

Brett Nelson, Director 

Sly Park Environmental Education Center 

(916)228-2482 


